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The Midland community comes together to exceed the United Way of Midland County’s 2009 campaign goal!
Just seven weeks ago, our community embarked on a journey with United Way to raise $4.8 million to meet the increasing needs in Midland County. This was an ambitious goal, with all that our community has faced, but critical for our friends and neighbors in need.
Chris Gardner, the inspirational author of The Pursuit of Happyness joined us at the beginning of this quest, reminding each of us that “It’s going to be friends, family and folks in our community who will make a difference in the lives of people who live in our community.”

Truer words could not have been spoken. It has been a tough year for so many, including those who support United Way. In spite of those challenges, our community came together to raise an extraordinary $4,849,115, not only meeting, but exceeding the goal of $4.8 million.

“I am so proud be a part of a community that is so committed to facing our challenges together,” shared 2009 Campaign Chair Bob Rathbun.

There has been a tremendous outpouring of support from the community to achieve this incredible success. Each division was led by community volunteers who dedicated countless hours to spreading the Live United message. 
 “We are grateful to our volunteers for their creativity and excitement during the community campaign this year,” said Ann Fillmore, Executive Director of United Way of Midland County.  “Their enthusiasm and passion translates into real results for those in need.”      

United Way hosted a Toast to Midland County on Thursday, November 12th at the Midland Center for the Arts to celebrate the community’s campaign success and thank the volunteers for all of their hard work. After the celebration of each division’s incredible contributions, the audience was treated to first-hand accounts of how individual people have been touched by your support. 
“As the holiday season approaches, take a moment to reflect on how you personally have impacted those around you. Whether you gave financially, helped raise awareness about the needs, or shared your time with another—we are truly grateful for your continued passion,” shared Executive Director Ann Fillmore.

United Way works to advance the common good, focusing on the building blocks of a successful life: Education, Self-Sufficiency and Health. The goal of United Way is to create long-lasting change and prevent problems from happening in the first place. The generous support of Midland County will help fund programs and services to the twenty-eight partner agencies, as well as the impactful programs of United Way.  
 “The lives that are impacted through your support are real people—people we see every day. They are the folks we work with, pass in the aisle at the grocery store and sit next to at the movie theater,” shared Bob Rathbun. “While you may never get the opportunity to meet all of the people whose lives you touched, you are a part of their history and future.”
A video thank you from just a few of the people who are grateful for your support of United Way can be seen on the United Way of Midland County website at www.unitedwaymidland.org.
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