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Community rallies to ensure that everyone feels the joy of the holidays
Thousands of gifts wrapped in beautiful red and green bows, hundreds of busy elves working tirelessly as a blanket of snow gently falls. A scene from the North Pole? Almost.

The United Way of Midland County Sharing Tree program helps our community fill the local holiday wishes of those in need and strives to ensure that every person feels the touch of our caring community this holiday season and throughout the year.

The initial distribution day was held at Blessed Sacrament on December 7th, with over 200 community elves coming together to distribute the gifts collected so far. It was a joyous event with thousands of gifts going out to needy families, but there are still over three hundred unmet wishes.

 “The Sharing Tree distribution day demonstrates this community’s compassionate spirit in action, shared United Way Executive Director Ann Fillmore. “It was so heartwarming to see the many volunteers and community agencies distribute the thousands of gifts that our community has already so graciously donated.”
It is not too late to be a part of the magic. You can still help guarantee that every child in our community feels the joy that Christmas can bring. Many of our neighbors struggle each and every day, and the Sharing Tree program gives you the opportunity to help.

 “We have experienced a 9% increase in requests this year,” shared Christy Thomson, United Way of Midland County Community Programs Coordinator. “While our initial distribution was incredible, there are still many requests that still need to be filled. For many in our community, this may be the only gift they receive this year.”
Tags continue to be available on trees at the Midland Mall, WalMart, K-Mart and United Way and will be distributed to area families through December 23rd. Gifts that have been purchased can be dropped off at the same locations. Dream Tracers, located near Sears has generously agreed to be the collection location for the Midland Mall. In addition, transportation tickets for Dial-A-Ride and County Connection are being sold at Computer to Go at the mall. 
For more information, call the United Way of Midland County at (989) 631-7660 or visit us at www.unitedwaymidland.org.
 

