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Judson Laipply had them dancing in their seats at the United Way of Midland County Community Kick-off 

MIDLAND--The United Way of Midland County held its 2011 Community Kick-off event on Thursday, September 15th at the Midland Center for the Arts. It was a full house, with over 1,200 community members in attendance.

 “It was incredible to look out at the packed auditorium and see so many from our community, sharing in this important message,” said Ann Fillmore, United Way of Midland County Executive Director. 

Many were there to see YouTube sensation Judson Laipply and “The Evolution of Dance”. With over 170 million YouTube views, it has become the third most popular video of all time. His performance promised to do two things for the audience; make them laugh and make them think—and it certainly did both. 

Judson’s presentation focused on the 5 L’s of Living: Laugh, Listen, Learn, Live and Love. He successfully combined the realities of life with side-splitting humor. Judson reinforced his message with “The Evolution of Dance,” his own six-minute rendition of the last 50 years of popular dance moves.

“We were completely entertained and made to think. As a social worker in Midland, I was overwhelmed. Amazing message--my children and I loved it,” shared Celina Eckerle



Hundreds of free tickets were distributed to area youth and families. “We wanted to ensure that everyone in our community had the opportunity to hear Judson’s message, especially those that might not otherwise have been able to attend,” stated Ann Fillmore.

“It’s about learning to help each other,” shared Marissa from Central Middle School.

Mr. Kevin Parker, General Manager and Managing Partner at Garber Chevrolet and the 2011 United Way Campaign Chair announced this year’s campaign goal of $5 million. He reminded everyone in attendance how our community pulled together last year in the last one hundred hours to raise the remaining $100,000.

“Our shared vision is to have a healthy, happy and prosperous community, and to get there, we’ll have to pull together. We all have something unique to offer,” shared 2011 Campaign Chair Kevin Parker. “You may give $5 or $5,000; dedicate a Saturday morning to helping an elderly neighbor; or spend one hour a week helping a young child learn to read. 

“I liked the message about looking within yourself first, before helping those around you,” shared Ken Johnson from Chemical Bank.

The kick-off also celebrated the early momentum that the pacesetters have established. Pacesetters are local businesses that agree to begin their giving campaign early, to build momentum and set the pace for the rest of Midland County. This year, the nine Pacesetter organizations did a fantastic job. Their contributions, along with other early donations have already raised $450,364, an impressive 9% of the overall goal. 

As they left, the audience was invited to head downtown for the beginning of the RE/MAX of Midland Balloon Festival, featuring an evening glow on Main Street. 

United Way is committed to providing an umbrella of protection for those in need, recognizing each of us has a role to play in making our community a better place. Partnering with twenty-seven local agencies, they assess the needs and address them with targeted programs and services. 

The kick-off event was sponsored by: Chemical Bank, The Dow Chemical Company, Dow Corning Corporation, MidMichigan Health and supported through the generosity of Midland Center for the Arts and WIOG.

For more information, contact United Way of Midland County at (989) 631-3670 or visit www.liveunitedmidland.org.




LISTING OF 2011 PACESETTER ORGANIZATIONS
· The Dow Chemical Company, including EH&S Sustainability and the Maintenance Group at Dow Michigan Operations
· Dow Corning Corporation, including the Midland Site and DC40
· Davis and Davis Orthodontics
· Garber Chevrolet
· Gavin and Associates
· MidMichigan Home Care
· Michigan Molecular Institute
· Midland County Health Department
· United Way Partner Agencies
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